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know what he did at the moment, and in his fright
^conceiving she would kill him, he with a view merely to
de^-nd himself, seized the poker which unluckily stood
within his reach and struck the fatal blow, which blow he
at the time imagined had killed her, under which impression
his sole object then became to evade discovery and to
dispose of the body. Being asked why he had not during
so long a period attempted to escape when there was no one
to oppose his so doing, instead of staying so many days in
the house to consume the corpse, he replied that he had at
three different times attempted it, having actually descended
the stairs and got into the passage leading to the street
door, for the purpose of leaving the house, when there
alw;ays appeared to be an armed man standing close to the
door who opposed his progress, in consequence of which he
abandoned his purpose and returned to the garret.

This unfortunate man was executed in the Haymarket, at
the corner of Panton Street. He would have suffered upon
the spot opposite the house wherein he had committed the
murder, but that ib immediately faced the then residence
of some of the Royal family in Leicester House. After
execution the body was cut down and conveyed to Hounslow
heath where it was hung in chains. The gibbet being in the
course of my morning rides from Twickenham, I about two
years afterwards passing under it, like an inconsiderate
foolish boy, struck at the remains of the skeleton and
actually knocked off the toes from one of the feet. For
many weeks after the discovery of the murder a large mob
assembled in front of the house, every person in turn putting
their noses to the keyhole of the front door when each
individual went away perfectly satisfied that they smelt the
burning of the flesh and bones. The house remained un-
tenanted for several years, but the story being at last for-
gotten it became once more inhabited and still continues so.
My mother had, I think, five children within the eight
years after my birth, who all died in early infancy. In 1758
she was delivered of the twins before mentioned, both
girls, who were born within ten minutes of each other, and